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force is concerned; they deny it altogether concerning a
deployed force.

This is as much as to say that any force, merely because
it has assembled and deployed, has the right :

To pass from one surprise to another, to manoeuvre
in the midst of danger, to fall unexpectedly under that
hail of deadly projectiles which modern infantry can
pour out from a distance of 2000 yards, and artillery
from 4000 yards; a fire which is bound to demoralise
any formation (especially assemblies of troops). And
all this will take place unless the danger has been
previously ascertained by an advance guard, and unless
that organ has been kept in being and at work up to
the last moment.

It is also as much as to say that one may base one's
plan of action on reports of an uncertain nature, or
which, even had they been true at the moment of
deployment, have ceased to be so at the moment of
attack : that is, a long time after deployment, given the
long distance at which deployment must nowadays be
effected.

We therefore conclude a second time that, in front of
any troop not in action, an advance guard (of changeable
shape and use) is constantly necessary in the direction
of the enemy; an advance guard which should always
be ready to handle the enemy, to*receive him if he comes
on; again an advance guard which should never lose
sight of the enemy, but should compel him to show what
he is, what he wants; which should thus enable the
commander to avoid fighting, if he does not intend fight*
ing or has received orders contrary to that effect; which
should enable him to risk a battle under favourable
conditions, that is, after reflecting and conveniently
distributing his troops with full knowledge of the
case.

Which should guarantee the commander's freedom of
action, his power to march, to go where he chooses, to
assemble*

Which should, moreover, guarantee the free use of
all forces, that is, the possibility of using them according
to a plan based on well-ascertained facts, and in spite
of the enemy.

When should the plan of action be made? At the
moment when execution can begin and after receiving